
 

City of Fort Atkinson 
City Manager's Office 

101 N. Main Street 
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 

 
FORT ATKINSON CITY COUNCIL 

COMMUNITY FLUORIDE LISTENING SESSION  
IN PERSON 

MONDAY, JULY 14, 2025 – 5:00 PM 
DWIGHT FOSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY – COMMUNITY ROOM 

 

If you have special needs or circumstances which may make communication or accessibility 
difficult at the meeting, please call (920) 397-9901.  Accommodations will, to the fullest extent 

possible, be made available on request by a person with a disability. 

AGENDA  
1. Call meeting to order 

2. Roll call 

3. New Business  
  a. Presentation of information relating to fluoride in the City of Fort Atkinson Water 

System 

4. Listening Session 
  a. The Fort Atkinson City Council will receive public comments relating to the matter 

on the agenda. Speakers must be City residents, property owners, or business 
representatives in the City. Comments are generally limited to three minutes per 
individual. Anyone wishing to speak is required to sign up in advance and state 
their name and address for the record when called upon. The Council President 
may limit the total time allotted for public comments to 45 minutes. 

5. Discussion 
  a. The City Council will discuss the use of fluoride in the City's water system. After 

such discussion, staff requests that the City Council provide direction for future 
action item(s) on a regular City Council agenda. 

6. Adjournment 
 
Date Posted: July 10, 2025 
 
CC: City Council; City Staff; City Attorney; News Media 
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Notice is hereby given that a majority of the Fort Atkinson City Council will be present at this 
meeting at the location and time indicated above to gather information about any subject 
matters on this agenda over which they have decision-making responsibility. This may constitute 
a meeting of the City Council pursuant to State ex rel. Badke v. Greendale Village Bd., 173 
Wis.2d. 553, 494 N.W.2d 408 (1993), and must be noticed as such although the City Council will 
not take any formal action at this meeting. 
Visit us online! City news and information can be found at www.fortatkinsonwi.gov, and be sure 
to follow us on Facebook @FortAtkinsonWI. 
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City of Fort Atkinson 
City Manager's Office 

101 N. Main Street 
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: July 14, 2025 

TO:  Fort Atkinson City Council 

FROM: Rebecca Houseman, City Manager 

RE: Presentation of information relating to fluoride in the City of Fort Atkinson 
Water System 

 
BACKGROUND 
Several City Council members have inquired about the City of Fort Atkinson's use of fluoride in 
the City's public water system. This listening session is intended to accomplish the following 
items: 

1. Provide the City Council and the public with information relating to the City's use of 
fluoride in the water system. 

2. Provide an opportunity to gather feedback from the public relating to the City's use of 
fluoride in the water system. 

3. Provide the City Council with an opportunity to discuss the use of fluoride and provide 
staff with direction moving forward.  

 
 
DISCUSSION 
The City of Fort Atkinson has used fluoride in the public water system since December 28, 1949. 
Attached to this staff report are several articles from the Jefferson County Daily Union from 
1949 and 1950 relating to the decision to treat the water with fluoride.  
 
The City initially added fluoride as a means to support oral health for children and has done so 
ever since. Both the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services (DHS) recommend that operators of public water supplies add 
fluoride to water systems within the range of 0.6 to 0.8 milligrams per liter (mg/L) for optimal 
dental benefits. The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) set a maximum 
contaminant level (MCL) for fluoride in drinking water of 4 mg/L. The City is required to monitor 
and control fluoride levels to ensure compliance with these regulations to protect public health. 
 
In June, City staff tested the raw water from wells 6 and 7 to determine if there is a natural 
level of fluoride in the City's aquifer. Well 6 had a level of 0.09 mg/L, and Well 7 had a level of 
0.05 mg/L. Neither of these meets the recommended levels by the DNR or DHS. The level the 
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City currently strives for is 0.7 mg/L. 
 
The City reports all water testing results to the DNR on a monthly basis. These results are 
available through the DNR Drinking Water System Portal: Drinking Water System Portal: Home 
Page. The City has been in compliance with the DNR relating to levels of fluoridation in the 
water system since record keeping began through this system in 1992. Staff monitors the levels 
of fluoride in the water system on a daily basis at each well site.  
 
The City also publishes the annual water quality report on the City's website and linked 
here: CCR Document. 
 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
There are costs associated with the fluoridation of the City's water system. The cost of the 
chemical on an annual basis is about $8,900; and the cost associated with injection 
maintenance at the four wells is about $2,600 annually. The labor costs are nominal, meaning 
that any reduction in chemical injection would not result in labor cost savings. The annual total 
is about $11,500 for fluoridation. The 2025 Water Utility Fund (Fund 3) operating and capital 
budget is $3,955,000. As a percentage of the overall budget, the cost of fluoridation is 0.3%. 
The cost per capita is roughly $0.92 per year, assuming a population of 12,500 people. 
 
The budget document is published on the City's website and linked here: 2025 Annual budget & 
2025-2030 Capital Improvements Project Budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the City Council provide feedback and direction to staff relating to the 
matters discussed during this meeting and included in this staff report. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Fluoride history DJCU 1948-1950 
2. WI DHS Common Questions 1.2025 
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https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/dwsportalpub
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Daily Jefferson County Union, November 1948
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Daily Jefferson County Union, January 11, 1950

Page 6 of 10



Daily Jefferson County Union, January  12, 1950
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Daily Jefferson County Union, May 23, 1950
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Answers to Your Common 

Questions About Fluoride 

Water operators perform a valuable public service by adjusting the level 

of fluoride in water to prevent cavities in their community.  

Why do communities fluoridate their water and what are its 
benefits? 

Fluoride is a naturally occurring mineral that prevents cavities. For the last 

80 years, communities have been adjusting fluoride in drinking water to 

make sure everyone has access to this proven method to protect teeth. The 

optimal amount is 0.7 milligrams per liter (mg/L) — equivalent to a few 

drops in 55 gallons of water. Community water fluoridation keeps people 

from losing their teeth, reducing the need for dentures. People are also less 

likely to go the emergency room for dental pain and spend less money on 

dental treatments when they have access to fluoride in their drinking water. 

Children receive the additional benefit of fluoride strengthening their teeth 

as they form.  

 

Is fluoridated water at 0.7 mg/L safe? 

Yes, water fluoridation at 0.7 mg/L is safe and the practice of 

fluoridating water has been widely studied. The U.S. 

recommends a fluoride level of 0.7 mg/L. In some areas of the 

world, natural levels of fluoride are much higher. At higher levels, 

fluoride may cause negative health impacts. But studies researching 

lower fluoride levels like those found in the U.S. show no such 

effects. The research is complex, but the level recommended in the 

U.S. is safe and effective. 

2 

Is it safe for water operators to add fluoride to water? 

Water operators must follow safety precautions when handling water 

additives. Using the proper personal protective equipment means water 

operators will not have unnecessary exposure to fluoride additives. If a 

community has questions, contact the appropriate Department of Natural 

Resources representative for the most up-to-date information about 

equipment needs and safe storing and handling procedures. 

3 

1 
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Do fluoride additives impact equipment?   

When fluoride is stored properly and equipment maintained, the 

equipment will have a long, useful life. Corrosion and etching can 

occur when the additive is improperly ventilated or stored. Properly 

handling fluoride before adding it to the water supply will prevent 

this. Water operators should follow all ventilation procedures, and 

check seals regularly, correcting leaks as they occur. 

4 

 

What’s the status of water fluoridation in Wisconsin?   

In Wisconsin, about 85% of people served by a public water system have 

fluoridated water. Many communities continue to adjust the fluoride 

content of their water as part of an equation (alongside access to dental 

care and individual behavior like flossing and brushing teeth) that 

contributes to good health. 

There is a lot of information making news and being sent to water operators 

on the topic of fluoride in community water and leaders are working to 

make the best decisions for their communities. Because fluoride is naturally 

occurring in drinking water, communities need to control fluoride levels in 

water, and these recommendations ensure that fluoride levels will remain 

safe and maximize health benefits. 

5 

Division of Public Health 

Oral Health Program 

Visit the Wisconsin Oral Health Program’s Fluoride and 

Community Water Fluoridation webpage for more information! 

P-03691 

(01/2025) 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/oral-health/
fluoride-community-water-fluoridation.htm 
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